J02                 CONCERNING    THE    HUMAN     BODY
ABILITY   TO   ENDURE   PAIN
Sensibility to pain is one thing; ability to endure pain is another.
At intervals during the past 100 years statistics have been collected which
go to show that from the age of 5 to 15 children endure amputation
better than adults, and women better than do men. How far physical
and mental courage accounts for the lighter mortality following amputa-
tion among women than among men is a matter of opinion rather than
of fact. Yet the implication of such figures as follow cannot be resisted.
Amputation figures established that in a total of 1,244 cas^s of amputa-
tion in men, 441 deaths were recorded, or 35.5 per cent. In 284 cases
of women 83 deaths, or 29.3 per cent was the comparable figure.
Equally difficult to estimate is the relation between pain resistance
and death resistance. But it is significant that more girl infants survive
birth and the difficult months which follow it than boy infants.
DURATION OF LIFE
A CCORDING to statistics, duration of life is definitely affected by one's
/xprofession- It is not only professional risks (accidents, handling of
poisons, carrying out of experiments, infection) and unfavourable
conditions of labour (unhealthy atmosphere, etc.), which influence
duration of life, but also the rate and the mode of working.
AGRICULTURAL   WORKERS   LIVE   LONG
Conditions are not favourable in hotels, restaurants, and public
houses, in industries in which poisonous substances are dealt with or in
which certain organs of the body are abnormally exerted, and in
professions which involve irregular bursts of energy and excitement.
Conditions are very favourable in agriculture, teaching, the Civil Service
and the Church. After coal- and sulphur-miners, clerical employees,
shop assistants, and machine-minders have the least expectation of life
(thirty-eight years on the average). Then come printers with thirty-nine
years, and musicians with forty. Manufacturers, shoemakers, painters,
and brokers usually live till they are forty-three, jewellers and tailors
,j$ll forty-four, street-hawkers, in spite of their being so much in the open
air, till only forty-six, bricklayers, on the other hand, till forty-eight*
Butchers and carpenters are allotted half a century apiece. One year
more is allowed to (doctors, the prolongers of their fellow mortals* lives,
and to calico-printers. These are followed by another curious com-
bination : solicitors, hat-makers, and rope-makers, who in spite of their
widely differing occupations all live to the age of fifty-four, while the
clergy depart oiis life at fifty-six* Public officials, among whom are
included bailiffs and postmen, die at the age of fifty-seven; coopers
survive them for another year. Bank clerks and farm labourers reach
the age of sixty-four, 'while for judges sentence of death is pcssed in die
sixty-fifth year, Actors and astronomers live the longest of all. Thanks
to social reform of various kinds, the expectation of life is rising.